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We are once again proud to present our annual water quality 
report covering all testing performed between January 1 
and December 31, 2013. Over the years, we have dedicated 
ourselves to producing drinking water that meets all state 
and federal standards. We continually strive to adopt new 
methods for delivering the best quality drinking water to you. 
As new challenges to drinking water safety emerge, we remain 
vigilant in meeting the goals of source water protection, water 
conservation, and community education while continuing to 
serve the needs of all our water users. 

Please remember that we are always available to assist 
you should you ever have any questions or concerns about 
your water. 

Our water source is groundwater which is pumped from 
two deep wells maintained by the Sallal Water Association. 
These wells are located on the northwestern flank of 
Rattlesnake Ridge, within the City of Seattle Watershed. 

Does the Sallal Water Association add anything to the water? 
The Association does not add anything to the groundwater. 
Parents may wish to inquire with their dentists about 
supplemental fluoride treatments or fluoride toothpastes. 

Wilderness Rim Association 
Water Use Efficiency 
In 2011, the Wilderness Rim Association conducted a 
conservation goal-setting discussion at a Board of trustees 
meeting. The following demand-side goal was approved 
by the Board of trustees: Reduce single family residential 
water consumption from an average of 159 gallons per day 
per connection to an average of 155 gallons per day per 
connection within the next six-year period. 

Today, the average consumption for WRA members is 
approximately 148 gallons per day per connection.

Wilderness Rim Association Profile 
The Wilderness Rim Association supplies potable 
water (obtained from the Sallal Water Association) to 
approximately 635 members (connections), serving 
approximately 1,865 people throughout the Wilderness 
Rim Association service area. 

The Association was incorporated in 1967. The City of 
Seattle’s Chester Morse Reservoir was the initial source of 
the Association’s water for approximately 16 years. In 1983 
and 1985, two deep wells were drilled inside the Seattle 
Watershed. During 1986, the Sallal Water Association and 
the Wilderness Rim Association converted from using City 
of Seattle surface water to groundwater.  

The Wilderness Rim Association is a non-profi t consumer-
owned corporation, which is administered by a Board of 
Trustees. Maintenance and day to day operation of the 
Association’s water system are provided on a contractual 
basis with the  Sallal Water Association by certifi ed water 
works operators and their sta� .  

YOUR VIEWS ARE WELCOMED!
You are invited to participate in our public forum and voice your concerns about your drinking water. We meet the 

second Wednesday of each month, beginning at 7 p.m., at the Chalet within Wilderness Rim, located at 

16917 424th Ave. SE, North Bend, WA 98045. 

For more information about this report, or for any questions 
relating to your drinking water, please call the Sallal Water 
Association business office at (425) 888-3650.

EXCEPTIONAL WATER FOR YOU!Wilderness 
Rim Provides
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S A M P L I N G  R E S U LT S  F O R  W I L D E R N E S S  R I M  2 0 1 3  P W S #  9 1 - 0 8 4 8 3 4 0why provide a water quality report?
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, 
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the 
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals 
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or from human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

•  Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from 
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, 
and wildlife. 

•  Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic 
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 

•  Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses. 

•  Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum 
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, 
and septic systems. 

•  Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of 
oil and gas production and mining activities. 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which 
limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled 
water which must provide the same protection for public health.

tap vs. bottled 
Thanks in part to aggressive marketing, the bottled water industry has 
successfully convinced us all that water purchased in bottles is a healthier 
alternative to rap water. However, according to a four-year study conducted by 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, bottled water is not necessarily cleaner 
or safer than most tap water. In fact, about 25 percent of bottled water is actually 
just battled -rap water (40 percent according to government estimates) .

The Food and Drug Administration is responsible far regulating bottled water, 
but these rules allow for less rigorous testing and purity standards than those 
required by the U.S. EPA for community tap water. For instance, the high mineral 
content of some bottled waters makes them unsuitable for babies and young 
children. Further, the FDA completely exempts bottled water that’s packaged and 
sold within the same state, which accounts for about 70 percent of all bottled 
water sold in the United States. 

People spend 10,000 times more per gallon for bottled water than they typically 
do for tap water. If you get your recommended eight glasses a day frame bottled 
water, you could spend up to $1,400 annually. The same amount of tap water 
would cost about 49 cents. Even if you installed a filter device on your tap, your 
annual expenditure would be far less than what you’d pay for bottled water. 

 

For a detailed discussion on the NRDC study results, check out their Web site 
at www.nrdc.org/waterdrinking/bw/exesum.asp.

1 Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10ppm is a risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate 
levels may rise quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural activity. If you are caring for an infant, you should ask advice from your health care provider. 
Sallal tested for Nitrate in April 2013: the results were <0.2.

2 Turbidity is a measure of cloudiness in the water. It is monitored because it is a good indicator of water quality and the effectiveness of disinfectants.

 MCLG Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs 
allow for a margin of safety.

 MCL Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 
using the best available treatment technology.

 MRDLG Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal. The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants.

 MRDL Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level. The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a 
disinfectant is necessary for control of mivcrobial contaminants  
(e.g. chlorine, chloramines, chlorine dioxide).

 TT Treatment Technique: A required process intended to reduce  
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

 AL Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if 
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements that a 
water system must follow. 

 NTU Turbidity: Turbidity is a measure of the water’s cloudiness.  
It is monitored because it provides a good indicator of the filtration 
system’s effectiveness. Turbidity is measured in  
NTU’s nephelometric turbidity units.

 ND  Not detected

 EPA Environmental Protection Agency

 CDC Center for Disease Control & Prevention

*Key to abbreviations used in chart: UNIT DESCRIPTIONS: ppm (Parts per Million), ppb (Parts per Billion ), mg/L (Milligrams per Liter)

message from the  
environmental protection agency (epa)

REGULATED SUBSTANCES

Substance 
(units of measure)

Year 
Sampled

MCL 
[MRDL]

MCLG 
[MRDLG] Amount Detected Range 

Low - High Violation? Typical Source

Nitrate-N 1

(ppm)* 2013 10 10 0.2 0.2 - 0.2 No Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of natural deposits

Turbidity2

(NTU) 2013 TT NA 0.5 0.5 - 0.5 No Soil runoff.

Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community.

Substance 
(units of measure)

Year 
Sampled AL MCLG Amount Detected 

(90th Percentile)

Sites 
above AL/
Total Sites

Violation? Typical Source

Copper
(ppm)* 2012 1.3 1.3 0 0/6 No

Corrosion of household plumbing systems;  
Erosion of natural deposits

Lead
(ppb) * 2012 15 0 0 0/6 No

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain 
at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information 
about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 
EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water 
than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons 
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some 
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially 
for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. 
We are responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control 
the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure 
by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking 
or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your drinking water, you may 
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

For more information on tap water quality, please visit www.drinktap.org

how long can i  store drinking water? 
The disinfectant in drinking water will eventually dissipate, even in a closed 
container. If that container housed bacteria prior to filling up with the tap water, 
the bacteria may continue to grow once the disinfectant has dissipated. Some 
experts believe that water could be stored up to six months before needing to 
be replaced. Refrigeration will help slow the bacterial growth.

During the past year, we have taken numerous water samples in order to determine the presence of any radioactive, biological, inorganic, volatile organic, or synthetic 
organic contaminants. The tables below show only those contaminants that were detected in the water. The state allows us to monitor for certain substances less often 
than once a year because the concentrations of these substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample data are included, along with the year 
in which the sample was taken.

SECONDARY SUBSTANCES

Substance 
(units of measure)

Year 
Sampled SMCL MCLG Amount Detected Range 

Low - High Violation? Typical Source

Manganese 
(ppb) 2009 50 NA ND <0.01 - <0.01 No Leaching from natural deposits

Zinc 
(ppm) 2009 5 NA ND <0.2 - <0.2 No Runoff/leaching from natural 

deposits; Industrial wastes


